
Henry Munro School Council Meeting 

Monday December 11, 2017 @ 6:30 pm in Library 

***Holiday Potluck*** 

ATTENDANCE 

Parents: Diane Bourque-Sirrs, Jen Capiral, Isabelle Lalbin, Paromita Deb-Rinker, Christine Lalonde, Trish 

Johnston, Aasha Loganathan, Kang Hu, Crissy Hallock  

Staff: Céline Leduc, Barbara Gorman, Bradley Strong, Tracy Lavell 

Special Attendee: Sandra Schwartz, School board Trustee 

Call to order 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Reports 

 Principal/Teacher’s Report 

o Cash Online, off to a slow start, enrollment for the milk program is lower than 

expected. It was suggested that there may be some confusion regarding the 

acceptable methods of payment (cash/cheque/Cash Online). Perhaps another form 

sent home would be helpful. 

o Partnership with Tim Hortons - the kids have been going to Tim Hortons camp for 4 

years now and Tim Hortons and the children have been contributing to the mission 

collection by contributing, sandwiches, knitting, etc.  Tim Hortons surprised the 

students with an extra contribution to the mission. At this time, the library was 

closed and windows were covered and all were told that the library had flooded. 

Behind the scenes Tim Hortons was designing a new library!  This was a very 

pleasant surprise to the children especially. They are calling it the ‘Learning 

Commons.’ Separately, the carpet is soon to be replaced by the school board. 

 See the commercial that Tim Hortons made (found on YouTube) “Tim 

Hortons #Warm Wishes 2017.” 

o Announcements – a reminder that announcements are now being posted 

electronically in each classroom, as opposed to being called out during class time. 

The children seem to be responding to this format and are not lining up at the office 

every morning. 

o The Eco Club with Mr. Fournier, has started this year. They are collecting data and 

coming up with possible solutions to help make HM more Eco friendly. ACTION: 

Invite the club to come to our council meeting in February. 

o Holiday store this Thursday, Dec. 14th. 

o Ottawa Police donated some bikes for the bike club which will be starting up soon. 

This will be a club where children can learn how to repair a bicycle and tinker with 

the functions of bicylces. 

o Equity Continuum – we all took part in completing surveys generally regarding 

parent engagement in the school. 

 Pizza Day Update – new term on par. 



 Financial Report - $18,000 (gross) after pizza monies collected, voted to give $6,000.00 

to the school to contribute to items purchased this year. Some of these items purchased 

includes new Animation Club materials and Robotics Club materials. 

3. Fundraiser – Maple Syrup – Diane, Paromita and Isabelle have volunteered to organize this 

fundraiser for the end of winter/spring. 

 Any other ideas or volunteers are welcome. 

4. Teacher gifts (idea put forward by Trish) – optional donation to the classroom/school – idea of 

suggesting x-mas gift/end of year gift in lieu small personal gift given to teacher that some 

parents chose to buy.  

 Céline suggested that we ask for money donations to collect more French books for the 

school. 

5. December/holiday activities 

  Barb’s present bazaar (December 14th), all day event, tissue small to medium gift bags,  

 Turkey lunch update - $5 instead of $7, we are not making a profit on this in the hopes 

that all will be able to participate. 

6. New or other Business – already covered. 

7. Sandra Schwartz – no accommodation reviews are to take place this year. Only Secondary 

schools were addressed last year, mostly because Rideau HS was in a crisis (low enrollement = 

weak programming available for students). Gloucester High School – it has been a successful 

transition, the indigenous lodge from Rideau HS was just reopened at Gloucester HS. 

 There is a sense from the school board that middle schools will not exists in the future. 

This is largely for financial reasons and also with the intention of reducing transitions for 

the children. This is contingent on what comes from any accommodation reviews in the 

future. New guidelines for accommodations reviews will be released in the New Year, 

though most likely won’t begin again until the spring/summer. 

 Occasional Teacher’s are growing and becoming a larger financial burden. 

 Equity is a focus of the school board – what are the needs of the school community, 

Sandra has asked us to raise any concerns with her. EX: is there a need for more EA’s; 

think along the lines of what supports as a whole does the system need to improve? 

 Interested in reviewing the EDP programming and increasing the Education Assistant 

support at elementary schools 

 Email sandra.schwartz@ocdsb.ca  if you have any questions or concerns

Closing: Meeting Ended at 8:15pm 

NEXT MEETING: February 12, 2018 at 6:30pm in the library 

 

mailto:sandra.schwartz@ocdsb.ca

